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ABSTRACT 



This paper demonstrates how Taiwanese 

English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) college teachers and students collaborate 
and negotiate to design various learner-centered activities based on the 
Chinese film, "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon." These activities are intended 
to enhance students' listening and speaking abilities. The paper demonstrates 
eight classroom activities, including the following: repeated viewing with 
various subtitles, viewing with reversed subtitles, viewing with commentary, 
an interview with actor Michelle Yeoh (who is not a native speaker of English 
but speaks quite well) , sequencing, interior monologue, a translation 
competition game, and theme song singing. The paper demonstrates how a 
Chinese film in the DVD format can be a highly motivating teaching material 
for Chinese ESL college students. It also highlights how students' learning 
motivation and effectiveness can be significantly enhanced if they 
participate in the process of selecting materials and designing activities . 
The paper discusses both the technical utilization of DVD and guidelines for 
implementing the learner- centered approach for each activity, focusing on 
teacher and student roles. Three appendixes present English learning 



activities. (Contains 11 references.) (SM) 
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Abstract 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



This workshop demonstrates how both teacher and students cooperate and 
negotiate to design various learner-centered activities based on the Chinese film 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon to enhance students’ listening and speaking abilities. 
The eight classroom activities to be demonstrated are: 1.) repeated viewing with various 
subtitles, 2.) viewing with reversed subtitles, 3.) viewing with commentary, 4.) an 
interview with Michelle Yeoh, 5.) sequencing, 6.) interior monologue, 7.) translation 
competition game, 8.) theme-song singing. The practical goals of this workshop are to 
demonstrate: first, how a Chinese film in the format of DVD can be adopted as highly 
motivating and effective teaching materials for the Chinese university students, and 
second, how students’ learning motivation and effectiveness can be doubly enhanced if 
they participate in the process of selecting materials and designing activities. To be 
discussed in each activity are both the technical utilization of DVD and the guidelines of 
implementing the leaner-centered approach as regards teacher and student roles. 



Introduction 

Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon has been drawing tremendous attention and 
applause from the international film audience and commentary. Director Ang Lee 
blends magical, mystical and romantic elements in this Asian martial-arts film to 
create a strikingly beautiful world of elaborate costumes and picturesque vistas. This 
film has won four Oscar Academy awards, including Best Foreign Language Film, 
Best Art Direction, Best Cinematography and Best Original Score. Ang Lee was 
selected as one of the best directors by the Times magazine in June, 2001. 
Surprisingly, the discussion of this film also appeared in the 2001 Joint College 
Entrance Examination. 

But all the enthusiasm and popularity about this film centered on the 
entertainment field only. So far, very few articles or literature were about how one 
Chinese-originated film can also be used in the EFL classroom effectively and 
efficiently. Most literature is about how to make use of the English-speaking movies 
to enhance students’ listening and speaking skills. There were four reasons why the 
author tried to use this film. First, some of her students who have seen this film 
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expressed that they were quite curious about how some Chinese expressions or terms 
could be expressed in English. Second, according to the author’s classroom 
experiences, most Chinese students, when trying to express their ideas in English, 
tend to first think in Chinese, translate into English, and then express in English. But, 
sometimes it is hard for them to get the right expressions in English to cover what 
they want to say. After all, they think and speak in Chinese in their daily lives, so it is 
sometimes difficult for them to get the right expressions in the certain context. Third, 
since this film's DVD format is equipped with various subtitles, and dubbed in both 
English and Chinese. This format facilitates the use of both subtitles and both dubbing, 
especially Chinese dubbing with English subtitles. Fourth, since most students have 
seen this film in its original Chinese-language version, some even more than once, 
they were quite familiar with the plot. It was assumed that it would be more 
applicable and beneficial to involve them into selecting the materials and designing 
activities with the teacher. 

The reason why she involved students into the process of the learning was that 
her previous experiences with the film-based instruction, she found out that students 
could maximize their language acquisition through more involved in the selection of 
the learning content and design of various learning activities in the whole process. 
The cooperative and negotiating interaction about the teaching materials and learning 
activities not only can encourage learners take more responsibility on their own 
learning progress and result, but also cultivate their life-long skills for learning 
autonomy . 

In the end of spring semester, 2001, after students have been exposed to almost 
25 weeks of film-based teaching and the training for the learner-centered approach, 
her students grouped themselves into eight groups and each was responsible for one 
activity for this film activities. 

The next section will first briefly describe the plot of this movie. Then the 
description of eight activities will be presented. 

The Plot of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 

This film is based on a Chinese novel in which the marital arts hero Li Mu Bai 
(Chow, Yun Fat) is ready to move on to a life of meditation and a long delayed 
personal life with his long time close female friend Yu Shu Lien (Michelle Yeoh). He 
retires his 400-year-old sword to the care of another friend, when the sword is stolen 
by Jen (Zhang Ziyi), the cunning daughter of an imperial governor. The young woman 
bears a mantle of innocence that masks her training in the darkest of martial arts 
taught to her by Li Mu Bai's mortal enemy, the Jade Fox. Li Mu Bai and Yu Shu Lien 
join forces in their quest to recover the sword, lead the youthful Jen onto the path of 
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